


Search Engine Optimization 
(SEO)

From a searcher’s perspective…
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Improving the quality and 
quantity of your website traffic 
from search engines

What is SEO?



Getting the right people to your 
website at the right time.

What is it really?



Getting your website on page 1 of 
search engine results pages 
(SERPs).

Okay, but technically?



The first organic result in Google 
Search has an average 
click-through rate of 28.5%, 
according to a newly published 
study.

Search Engine Journal

Why is this 
important?

https://www.searchenginejournal.com/google-first-page-clicks/374516/#close


Keyword Research

SEO practice of 
identifying search terms 
relevant to your audience,  
selecting keywords your 
site has the best chance 
of ranking for.

On-Page SEO

Improvements that can 
take place directly in the 
website to improve your 
page’s position in the 
search ranking

Technical SEO

Website and server 
optimizations that make 
your website easier for 
search engines to crawl

Off-Page SEO

Actions taken outside of 
your website to improve 
your site’s position in the 
search ranking





Keyword Research

1. Brainstorm list
2. Select tool
3. Build list
4. Save list and document ranking 

SEO practice of 
identifying search terms 
relevant to your audience,  
selecting keywords your 
site has the best chance 
of ranking for.



Keyword Research

Tool: MOZ

Other Tools: SEMRush, ahrefs, Web Team

https://moz.com/explorer
https://www.semrush.com/analytics/keywordmagic/start
https://ahrefs.com/seo-toolbar
mailto: websupport@iastate.edu


Keyword Research

Plugin Tool ahrefs

Other Tools: SEMRush, MOZ, Web Team

https://ahrefs.com/seo-toolbar
https://www.semrush.com/analytics/keywordmagic/start
https://moz.com/explorer
mailto: websupport@iastate.edu


Keyword Research



On-Page SEO

Tools: Matomo Report, SiteImprove, 
Image Compressor

Improvements that can 
take place directly in the 
website to improve your 
page’s position in the 
search ranking

https://compressjpeg.com/


Technical SEO

Tools: SiteImprove, Image Compressor

Website and server 
optimizations that make 
your website easier for 
search engines to crawl

https://compressjpeg.com/


Off-Page SEOOff-Page SEO

Actions taken outside of 
your website to improve 
your site’s position in the 
search ranking



Keyword Research On-Page SEO Technical SEO Off-Page SEO
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