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Search Engine Optimization
(SEO)

From a searcher’s perspective...
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Summary
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One of the first steps to building a website is to determine what the goals for that site will be. Every website's content and structure should be
built with the intent of getting the visitor to the desired action, or goal! Follow along for a step-by-step guide to getting started with goals.

Words: 52, Characters: 241/600

Write your own summary of this content to appear in previews and search results. If left empty, an excerpt of the body text will be used with images, lists, and tables omitted.
Recommended summary length is 100 words or fewer.
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What is SEO?

Improving the quality and
quantity of your website traffic
from search engines



What is it really?

Getting the right people to your
website at the right time.



Okay, but technically?

Getting your website on page 1 of
search engine results pages
(SERPs).



Why is this
important?
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https://www.searchenginejournal.com/google-first-page-clicks/374516/#close

Keyword Research

On-Page SEO

Technical SEO

Off-Page SEO

SEO practice of
identifying search terms
relevant to your audience,
selecting keywords your
site has the best chance
of ranking for.

Improvements that can
take place directly in the
website to improve your
page’s position in the
search ranking

Website and server
optimizations that make
your website easier for
search engines to crawl

Actions taken outside of
your website to improve

your site’s position in the
search ranking



SEO Checklist

Page Title:
URL Path:
¢ Keyword Research: v On-Page:
|:| Reach out to the Weh team for a keyword D Get familiar with the page’s analytics
map of your page: |:| Content audit and clean-up:
- Competitors - Remove old or incorrect content
- Potential keywords list - Implement keyword research
- Audit current pages ranking for - Improve readability
keywords in order to compete - Use header tags to cluster content
(H2, H3, H4, etc.)
(Free Versions: Ahrefs, Moz, SEMRush) - Optimize images
(no larger than 1mh)
¢ Technical: ¢ Ofi-Page:
|:| How does your content look on mobile I:] Turn unlinked mentions into links
devices? |:| Setup Google Business

Check your site Ioad time - are images
optimized?

Check page depth - is this page
orphaned?

Fix broken links

OO O

Keyword Bank:

CGALS/LAS WEB TEAM



¢ Keyword Research:

Reach out to the Web team for a keyword

map of your page:

SEO practice of

identifying search terms - Competitors

relevant to your audience,

selecting keywords your - Potential keywords list

site has the best chance ’ ;

of ranking for. - Audit current pages ranking for

keywords in order to compete

1. Brainstorm list
2. Select tool
3. Buildlist | (Free Versions: Ahrefs, Moz, SEMRush)
4. Save list and document ranking



Keyword Research

Tool: MOZ

Other Tools: SEMRush, ahrefs, Web Team

Q_ MozPro Mozlocal FreeSEOTools Resources [ (ot 0

Home MozPro KeywordResearch ExplorebySite Site Overview What's New? Help

Overview

Research by site to identify top ranking keywords and gain competitive insights.

Explore by root domain, subdomain, or page:

subdomain v cals.las.iastate.edu

9 of 10 queries available until 10/31

United States - en-US 52

Enter additional sites to compare with cals.las.iastate.edu to see what keywords you could be ranking for.

rootdomain v

Keyword Data Updated Every Two Weeks

rootdomain v |

Site Ranking Keywords Top Positions Page Authority Domain Authority

0 keywords in #1-3
2 keywords in #4-10

® cals.las.iastate.edu

Top Ranking Keywords

72K 1130 £l Ina 2 whois <> source O Rank11.9K More data kel 10 n/a
#6
S E & 165 Datanot
iowa state university cals logo / 48 available
#8
Datanot
monthlyanalytics /post/underst... s available
bsite I ksh a2 44 5
> t
website goals workshee: fhostibiowe sk
#24
webteam collaboration 46 Datanot
/request-a-we.. available
#30
monthly analytics report 39 27

/post/underst...

See all ranking keywords (3


https://moz.com/explorer
https://www.semrush.com/analytics/keywordmagic/start
https://ahrefs.com/seo-toolbar
mailto: websupport@iastate.edu

Ahrefs @ + Save URLs Signin

Keyword ideas

Keyword Research

ag education jobs

agricultural education degree

what is agricultural education pdf

agricultural education colleges

agricultural education importance

agricultural education salary

iowa state ag education

3 components of agricultural education program
agricultural education course

Plugin Tool ahrefs
I® Copy the list

Other Tools: SEMRush, MOZ, Web Team

Try this search on Yep
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v On-Page:

Get familiar with the page’s analytics

improvements that can Content audit and clean-up:
take place directly in the - Remove old or incorrect content

website to improve your
page’s position in the
search ranking

- Implement keyword research

- Improve readability

- Use header tags to cluster content
(H2, H3, H4, etc.)

- Optimize images
(no larger than 1mbh)

Tools: Matomo Report, Sitelmprove,
Image Compressor



https://compressjpeg.com/

¢ Technical:

Technical SEO .
- How does your content look on mobile

devices?
Website and server
optimizations that make Check your site load time - are images
your website easier for oo
search engines to crawl optimized?

Check page depth - is this page

orphaned?
Fix broken links

Tools: Sitelmprove, Image Compressor



https://compressjpeg.com/

v 0ff-Page:

Off-Page SEO

Turn unlinked mentions into links

Actions taken outside of Setup Gﬂogle Business

your website to improve
your site’s position in the Qi @
search ranking e B st

University

See photos

College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences
Website Directions Save

College in Ames, lowa

Located in: lowa State University
Address: 138 Curtiss Hall, Ames, IA 50011
Phone: (515) 294-2518

Suggest an edit - Own this business?

Add missing information

Add business hours

Add a photo

Twitter Facebook



Keyword Research

On-Page SEO

Technical SEO

SEO Checklist

Page Tite:
URL Path:
 Keyward Research: v OnPage:
[C] Reach out to the Web team for a keyword (] et famitiar with the page's aniytics
map of your page: ] content audit and clean-up:
- Competitors. - Remove old or incorrect content
- Potential keywords st -~ Implement keyword research
- Audit current pages ranking for - Improve readability
Keywords in rder to compete - Use header tags to cluster content
(H2, 13, W4, etc)
(Free Versions: Ahrets, Moz, SEWRush) Optimize images

 Technical:

[] How does your content ook on mobile
devices?

[] check your site load time - are images
optimized?

[ check page depth - Is ths page
orphaned?

[ ix roken tinks

Keyword Bank:

(no larger than Imb)
v Off-Page:

] Turn unlinked mentions into links
[] setup Gongle Business

CALS/LAS WEB TEAM

Off-Page SEO



The CALS/LAS Team

John VanDyk Ann Staniger Hannah Schultes

Strategic Lead Project Manager Content Strategist

Contact us at websupport@iastate.edu
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Great Homepage?
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